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as will be shown later on, is incompatible with any other inde-
pendent profession. In villages, the majority of the Dhobis have
acquired occupancy or statutory rights, the proportion at times
going up to 80 per cent. Of the remainder some hold land on
lease while a few depend exclusively on their ' profession'.
Amongst the Bhangis the proportion of occupancy and statutory
tenants is extremely small. They depend mainly on their tradi-
tional occupation though at times they become labourers.
They are often employed as field watchmen to protect crops
from wild animals. In the case of the Chamars the proportion
of occupancy and statutory tenants is very small and may be
estimated as not exceeding 5 per cent and the proportion of
non-occupancy tenants as not exceeding 15 per cent. Thus
about 80 per cent Chamars may be estimated as mere har-
wahas.1

Size of Holding

We have already seen that the proportion of depressed
class people who have acquired occupancy or statutory rights is
small. The holdings of these tenants are also very small. About
80 per cent of their holdings lie between } to 1$ bighas. As
already pointed out, it is usually in inaccessible and inhospi-
table areas that the proportion of occupancy tenants as well as
the average size of their holding go up. About 60 per cent of
the holdings in such tracts are found to lie between li to 4
bighas. Holdings bigger than these may also be found, though
in such cases it is invariably a case of joint family property.
Thus if holdings are bigger the number of adult male workers
in the family is also greater, Speaking generally, holdings are
bigger in the western parts of the'Plain than in the centre and
the east.

The holdings of non-occupancy tenants are also small the
size varying "from 1 tc- 2 bighas. There is a keen competition
for land and, therefore, these tenants have often to pay very
high rents. It has already been mentioned^ that in villages
those Khatiks who have not acquired occupancy or statutory
rights cultivate land as non-occupancy tenants. The Chamars

I   Excluding those engaged in leather work*